THE NIZAM AND THE MAHRATTAS

private adventurers. The Residents at both the courts
also accompanied the armies. Sir C. Malet was with the
Peshwa and Captain Kirkpatrick with the Nizam.
The latter was often placed in a very awkward position.
Fraser ('' Our Faithful Ally/' p. 13) describes the difficulties
in which he found himself: " The Nizam made several
attempts to elicit from Captain Kirkpatrick his opinion
in regard to the disposition he had made of his forces.,
the Resident always replying that his inexperience in
tactics totally disqualified him for judging of such
matters. As an illustration of the adroitness with which
these questions were put and the prudence required in
answering them, Captain Kirkpatrick was one day
invited by his Highness to one of his tents on the pretence
of viewing the river Manjerah from a remarkably favour-
able point. Here he found the minister, Aziinul Omrah,
who led on the discourse until, in the most natural man-
ner, he commenced describing the several passes by
which the army might descend from Balaghaut. So
talking, he by and by asked the opinion of Captain
Kirkpatrick as to which of these routes he thought the
most eligible. Instead of directly replying to this
question, the Resident, addressing himself to the Nizam,
appealed to his candour whether he could with the
smallest propriety, considering the friendship subsisting
between the Company and the Peshwa, offer any opinion
on so delicate a subject. The minister then demanded
what was to prevent Captain Kirkpatrick, and observed
that the privacy of his present audience had been purpose-
ly arranged to guard against the disclosure of his advice.
Captain Kirkpatrick, still addressing himself to the
Nizam personally, demanded in his turn what His
Highness would expect from W. C. Malet were the Peishwa
to consult with him respecting the best mode of attacking